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WICHITA FALLS 
WATER RESULTS

EPA 
REGULATIONS

Constituent
Report-

able
Value

Range of
Detection

Maximum
Contaminant 

Level

Maximum
Contaminant 
Level Goal

Analysis
Year

Giardia; cysts
Not naturally present in the 
environment

0 0 - 0 Not Regulated 0 2021

Cryptosporidium; oocysts
Not naturally present in the environ-
ment

0 0 - 0 Not Regulated 0 2021
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UNITS OF MEASURE
•	 Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): A measure of water’s clarity. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.

•	 Parts per Million (ppm): A measure of the concentration of a substance roughly equivalent to one packet of sugar in 250 gallons of iced tea.

•	 Parts per Billion (ppb): A measure of the concentration of a substance roughly equivalent to one packet of sugar in an olympic-size swimming 
pool.

•	 PicoCuries per liter (pCi/L): A measure of the radioactivity of the water.

DEFINITIONS
•	 Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs 

as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

•	 Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to 
health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

•	 Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The highest level of disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that 
addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

•	 Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG): The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk 
to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contamination.

•	 Treatment Technique (TT): A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

•	 Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers a treatment or other requirement which a water system must 
follow.

Regulated                                          
Compounds Constituent

Reportable 
Value

Range of 
Detection

Maximum 
Contaminant 

Level

Maximum 
Contaminant 
Level Goal

Analysis 
Year

Barium; ppm                                                    
Natural Geology; Drilling Waste 0.042 0.036 ‐ 0.042 2 2 2021
Cyanide; ppb                                                    
Steel Plants, Wastewater Facilities 100 31.2 ‐ 100 200 200 2021
Fluoride; ppm                                                
Water Additive; Natural Geology 0.7 0.674 ‐ 0.729 4 4 2021
Nitrate; ppm                                                           
Fertilizer Runoff; Septic Tanks; Animal Waste 0.0962 0.0741 ‐ 0.0962 10 10 2021
Nitrite; ppm                                                   
Fertilizer Runoff; Septic Tanks; Animal Waste 0.07 <0.0008 ‐ 0.065 1 1 2015
Total Organic Carbon; ppm                          
Naturally Present in the Environment 8.02 <0.10 ‐ 8.02 TT N/A 2021
Turbidity; NTU ‐ Hightest Single 
Measurement                  0.95 TT = 1 NTU N/A 2021
Turbidity; NTU ‐ Lowest Monthly % Meeting 
Limit 96% TT = 0.3 NTU N/A 2021
Combined Radium 226/228; pCi/L                     
Decay of Natural & Man‐Made Deposits 1 1 ‐ 1 5 0 2011
Gross Beta Emitters; pCi/L                             
Decay of Natural & Man‐Made Deposits 9.5 9.5 ‐ 9.5 50 0 2021

Regulated                                         
Disinfectants Constituent

Reportable 
Value

Range of 
Detection MRDL MRDLG

Analysis 
Year

Chlorine Dioxide; ppm                                  
Disinfectant 0.38 <0.10 ‐ 0.38 0.8 0 2021
Chlorine (Total); ppm                                         
Disinfectant (MRDL for running annual average) 3.8 3.1 ‐3.8 4 <4.0 2021

The City of Wichita Falls utilizes Chloramines (Total 
Chlorine) and Chlorine Dioxide to inactivate disease causing 
viruses and bacteria in your drinking water.  Disinfectants 
are monitored to ensure that they are adequately applied 
to the drinking water.

These compounds either occur naturally within the 
watersheds or are products of human activities.           
Turbidity is a measure of the "cloudiness" of the 
water due to suspended material.  The City of 
Wichita Falls monitors it because it is a good 
indicator of the effectiveness of our filtration 
systems.  For the year 2021, 96% of the >4300 
turbidity samples that were taken for regulatory 
compliance fell below the Treatment Technique of 
0.3 NTU.  Also, you will notice that some of our data, 
though representative, are more than one year old.  
The State of Texas allows the City of Wichita Falls to 
monitor for some contaminants less than once per 
year because the concentrations of these 
contaminants do not change frequently.

Wichita Falls                   
Water Results

EPA                      
Regulations

Wichita Falls                   
Water Results

EPA                      
Regulations
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